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dinner fork into our host's tablecloth. At last Lord Rose-bery quietly drew his attention to the destruction he was causing, for which he at once apologised, but he immediately forgot the admonition and down came the fork again. Like other mortals Lord Fisher had his defects, but I should imagine that few people would deny that to him is due a good share of the credit for the rapidity and efficiency with which the navy began its heavy task in August 1914.
In response to an invitation I received from General Cadorna whilst at Rome, I spent a fortnight the following March in visiting the Italian front. I first went to his headquarters at Udine, and afterwards to different parts of the line on the Isonzo and Trentino fronts. Lucas and my son Brian went with me, as did also General Weygand and another French officer, the French government having decided to send them when they heard of my projected visit. I was met in Italy by Brigadier-General Delme'-Radcliffe, who was head of the British mission at Cadorna's headquarters, and Colonel Boriani of the Italian army. The Colonel was an entertaining travelling companion as well as a fine fighting soldier. He had been wounded seven times in the war, and as far as I could make out he was never so happy as when in the thick of a fight at the head of his beloved Sicilians. He could converse in English quite fluently, and had once written a military book in the language, but like most people who have to cope with a foreign tongue he occasionally erred in being somewhat too literal. I remember one instance of this which caused us some amusement, though I am glad to say that we were sufficiently well-behaved not to show it. He was translating the menu for us, which was written in Italian, the joint being " hind quarter of veal." This he rendered as " the posterior of a young beast " !
I was much impressed with the administrative efficiency of the troops. They were well housed, clothed, and fed; the transport was in good condition ; and the road communications through the steep and lofty hills were most skilfully constructed. No German divisions had as yet been employed on this front, and although the season was not suitable for active operations one could not help noticing